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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

Fruit vessels plying between infected or suspected fruit porta and ports of the 
United States — Amendment of Circular No. 18£ of 1900. 

[Circular No. 34.] 

Treasury Department, . 
Office of Supervising Surgeon General, U. S. M. H. S., 

Washington, D. C, April 1, 1902. 
To United States consular officers, masters and owners of vessels, collectors 
of customs, national, State, and local quarantine officers and others: 
In view of the fact that five days' detention is considered sufficient 
in the case of passengers on fruit vessels leaving uninfected fruit ports 
of Central and South America for ports of the United States, paragraph 
7 of Department Circular No. 134, dated August 31, ]900, entitled 
"Special regulations for the government of vessels plying between 
infected or suspected fruit ports and ports of the United States," is 
hereby amended by substituting the word "five" for the word "ten" 
wherever the latter occurs in said paragraph. 

Walter Wtman, 
Surgeon- General U. S. M. S. 8. 
Approved : 

L. M. Shaw, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Quarantine proclamation — Quarantine board of Mobile Bay. 

Mobile, Ala., April 1, 1902. 

In accordance with law, and by virtue of authority vested in me by 
the quarantine board of Mobile Bay, I, J. C. Bush, president of said 
board, do hereby declare that from and after sunrise on April 15, 1902, 
and until December 1, 1902, unless sooner revoked, quarantine shall be 
enforced against all vessels entering Lower Mobile Bay, as follows, 
according to following schedule : 

First class. Vessels which are not included in the classes named 
below shall be subjected to necessary sanitation and then be given free 
pratique. 

Second class. Against vessels arriving from suspected ports (United 
States, Central and South American, and West Indian) which in the 
judgment of this board are considered suspicious ; such vessels shall be 
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detained, together with their crews, cargoes, and passengers, for such 
period as this board may from time to time determine. 

Third class. Vessels arriving from ports known to be infected shall 
be disinfected and detained, together with their crews and cargoes, for 
a period of not less than five days after disinfection. 

Fourth class. Against all vessels and their contents that are infected, 
or with a history of infection during the present year, and that have 
not subsequently been subjected to improved modern sanitation ; such 
vessels will be spoken off Mobile bar and ordered by the pilots to Ship 
Island Quarantine Station. 

Fifth class. Against all vessels and their contents that during the 
quarantine season have visited ports declared by this Board infected, 
and subsequently arrive in Mobile Bay from foreign or domestic ports, 
where no. disinfection by the improved process is practiced. Such ves- 
sels not having been disinfected, or certificates to that effect not being 
produced, shall be subjected to complete sanitation, and held for such 
period as this board may determine. 

All vessels arriving from ports known or suspected to be infected with 
cholera or bubonic plague, shall be disinfected and detained for such 
period as this board may determine. 

Vessels engaged in the tropical fruit trade, where sanitary conditions 
and health record are satisfactory, may be permitted to pass the quar- 
antine station after daylight inspection under such regulations as this 
board may, from time to time, determine. 

Vessels from Bonacca, Utilla, Truxillo, Swan Island, Grand Cayman, 
and Cayman Brae may be given free pratique after inspection at quar- 
antine station, but vessels from these ports, with passengers, may be 
subjected to such detention and inspection as this board may prescribe. 

Healthy vessels, not otherwise subject to quarantine, which have 
touched for coal or orders at intertropical islands reported free of infec- 
tious diseases, without taking on board at such islands either passengers 
or freight, may, at the discretion of the board, be allowed to pass with- 
out disinfection or detention, provided they have been more than five 
days in transit from port of call. 

All vessels, however, entering the bay, except those holding release 
certificates, must be inspected by the quarantine physician and procure 
pratique before coming to the city, or communicating with other vessels 
or persons. 

Vessels engaged in the fruit trade between this city and ports of Cen- 
tral and South America will be required each trip to present at the 
quarantine station in lower Mobile Bay, certificates from sanitary 
inspectors of the U. S. Marine- Hospital Service, stationed at said ports, 
showing satisfactory sanitary condition of ports and contiguous vicini- 
ties, as well as similar condition of vessels, cargoes, and crews, and in 
addition thereto will on arrival at Mobile Bay Quarantine Station be 
subjected to careful daylight inspection and detained only for cause. 
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The restrictions herein proclaimed are subject to change, at the 
option of the quarantine board, to meet particular cases. 

The rules and regulations in force in 1892, except when in conflict 
with the provisions of this proclamation, remain in full force and effect 
during 1902. 

Regulations governing fruit vessels from ports not known to be infected during the quarantine 

season, 1902. 

1. All vessels engaged in the tropical fruit trade between Central 
American, South American, and West Indian ports and Mobile, shall be 
detained at the quarantine station of Mobile Bay only long enough for 
a thorough inspection by day by the quarantine officers, provided said 
vessel shall strictly conform to the regulations herein expressed. 

2. The crew shall be, as nearly as possible, composed of immunes. 
They shall be changed as little as possible. 

3. Vessels shall be stripped of all woolen hangings, carpets, curtains, 
and such like materials, and upholstered furniture as far as practicable. 

4. They shall not touch at such ports or stations as are not mentioned 
in their schedule, which latter shall be communicated to the quarantine 
board of Mobile Bay. 

5. Vessels shall not touch at any infected port, going or coming. 

6. They shall have no communication with any vessels during their 
voyage, except in case of distress. 

7. The captain or any other officer may go ashore at a fruit port under 
the supervision of the TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service medical inspector, 
only for the purpose of entering or clearing vessels. 

8. No vessel shall lie at any wharf at night at a fruit port, except as 
provided in especial cases. 

9. Vessels must be anchored at night well away from shore in the 
harbor, or in midstream in the river at the fruit port. 

10. Masters shall furnish the resident and U. S. Marine- Hospital 
Service medical inspector with a list of all persons on board. 

11. When arriving at the quarantine station of Mobile Bay the master 
shall, under oath, make a full disclosure of all the ports and places he 
has visited on his voyage. 

12. Masters are hereby warned that the violation of any regulation 
may be the cause of detention of the vessel at the quarantine station of 
Mobile Bay, thereby causing damage to or loss of cargo, and should 
impress this fact on all their officers and crews. 

13. Full quarantine restrictions will be imposed on all vessels whose 
officers attempt deception in regard to any case of sickness, or material 
capable of carrying infection, or disregard the rules and regulations of 
the quarantine board of Mobile Bay, and such restrictions will be 
imposed thereafter on every vessel on which any officer who has pre- 
viously attempted to practice deception is found in any official capacity. 
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14. Any injury to furnishings or effects due to disinfection shall not 
be paid for by the board. 

15. No passengers will be allowed on any fruit vessel coming to 
Mobile from Bocas del Toro, Colombia ; Port Limon, Costa Rica ; and 
Havana, Cuba. 

16. All laborers who may be taken on the ship for loading purposes 
must have their baggage disinfected before boarding the vessel, and 
must have no intercourse with the shore subsequent to their entry upon 
the vessel until their final discharges therefrom. 

In the eveut that a case or cases of yellow fever are reported at any 
fruit ports by the U. S. Marine-Hospital Service medical inspector, 
these additional rules and regulations shall be in full force and effect 
as to such ports so reported : 

First. All rules governing the shipment of fruit from other ports 
must be complied with. 

Second. A medical inspector shall be placed on board of all vessels 
from these ports, whose duty it shall be to see that all rules are strictly 
enforced, and shall keep a daily record of the health of the officers and 
crew, noting temperature and pulse rate. 

Third. The cabin, forecastle (living quarters), and wearing apparel 
to be disinfected on arrival of vessel at quarantine station, Mobile Bay. 

Fourth. If yellow fever should be reported as epidemic at any fruit 
port, vessels from such places will not be allowed to enter or discharge 
cargo at Mobile. 

Fifth. None of the crew shall be discharged at Mobile until after 
undergoing five days' detention at quarantine station. 

Sixth. In case of vessels arriving at quarantine station having on 
board suspicious or positive cases of yellow fever, or have had same 
during the voyage, they will not be allowed to cross the outer bar. 

Seventh. All rules and regulations applying to unloading cargo at 
this port to be carried out under police supervision and the expense of 
the same to be paid for by the fruit companies. 

The following-named persons are the duly authorized officers of the 
board for the coming season and must be respected accordingly : 

Dr. Henry Goldthwaite, health and executive officer. 

Dr. W. W. Scales, quarantine physician. 

Mr. B. B. Owen, secretary and treasurer. 

Dr. W. W. Scales, quarantine physician, will have full charge of the 
quarantine station, under the direction and supervision of the health 
officer, and will be held responsible for the management of the same and 
for the conduct of the employees, with power to discharge for drunkenness 
or insubordination. 

All employees at the station will be expected and required to perform 
the duties for which they are employed, and drumming or soliciting 
trade for anyone is strictly forbidden. 

Complaints arising at the quarantine station must be forwarded, in 
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writing, to the health officer, through the quarautine physician, and all 
other complaints must be submitted in writing, together with such 
evidence as may be in hand, direct to the health officer. 

Runners, or persons soliciting trade for merchants in this city or else- 
where, will not be allowed to board vessels until the same have been 
granted free pratique by the quarantine physician and are beyond or out 
of the quarantine anchorage. Except those required by law to enter the 
quarantine anchorage, no other persons will be allowed within said 
anchorage or to visit the station, unless by special permission of the 
quarantine physician. Violations of these provisions will be pro-ecuted 
in courts of competent jurisdiction. 

For the information of all interested, an ordinance in relation to quar- 
autine, adopted by the honorable general council of the city, is published 
as follows : 

An ordinance to prevent violations of quarantine. 

Section 1. Be it ordained by the mayor and general council, That any person who 
shall violate or escape from quarantine lawfully established by any authority and enter 
the city of Mobile, shall be arrested by the police and conducted out of the city, to the 
nearest quarantine station, and may, in the discretion of the mayor, be fined not exceed- 
ing $50 for each offense. 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained, That any person who shall bring, or cause to be 
brought into the city of Mobile, any article or merchandise in violation of any quaran- 
tine regulation of this city, county, State, or the quarantine board of Mobile Bay, shall, 
on conviction, be fined not exceeding $50 for each offense, and such article or merchan- 
dise shall, in the discretion of the mayor, be removed, disinfected, or destroyed, at the 
expense of the offender. 

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained, That any person who shall aid or instigate any other 
in committing any offense above described, or shall in any way be instrumental or con- 
cerned in such offense, shall, on conviction before the mayor, be fined not exceeding $50. 

By order of the quarantine board of Mobile Bay. 

J. C. Bush, 

President. 



